Intimation regarding status of Kudrekonda Block, Davanagere District, Karnataka ANNEXURE V1/1
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New Delhi- 110001,
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Sub: Intimation regarding status of Kudrekonda Block, Honnali Taluk, Devangere
district, Karntaka State.

Ref.: F. No. 23/424/2024-NMET/529 dated 27" February 2024
Sir,
This is to inform you of the current status of the Kudrekonda Block, situated in Honnali

Taluk, Davangere District, Karnataka, which has been allocated to MECL for G3-level
preliminary exploration (Phase I) for gold through geophysical surveys.

In accordance with the decision taken during the 55th meeting of the State Geological
Programme Board (SGPB) of Karnataka, Mineral Exploration Corporation Limited
(MECL) was entrusted with the exploration of the Kudrekonda Block. Subsequently, the
block was formally allocated to MECL, as communicated via letter F. No. 23/424/2024-
NMET/529 dated 27th February 2024, with a stipulated timeline 'up to 26th February
2025. The block was approved during the 33rd meeting of the Executive Committee
held on 19th February 2024.

Following receipt of the Office Memorandum, MECL promptly deployed a team of
geologists and geophysicists to initiate preliminary field preparations and establish a
base camp. In line with the approved plan, the geophysical survey commenced on 12th
May 2024 after obtaining all necessary permissions. The Time Domain Electromagnetic
(TDEM) and Magnetotelluric (MT) surveys, geological mapping on a 1:2000 scale
covering 2.74 sq. km, and surface sampling were completed as per the approved scope
of work.

However, the Deep Induced Polarization (IP) survey could not be initiated due to strong
objections raised by local villagers on 25th August 2024. Despite continuous
engagement with local authorities and community leaders, the resistance could not be
resolved. As a result, MECL submitted a formal request to the Secretary, Ministry of
Mines and Geology, Government of Karnataka, seeking assistance to facilitate the
successful execution of the exploration programme (Annexure-1).

The issue, along with the overall progress, was subsequently discussed during the 73rd
meeting of the Technical cum Cost Committee-| (TCC-l), held on 30th and 31st January
2025. Following deliberations, the TCC approved an extension of the project timeline up
to 26th May 2025.
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Further efforts were made by the MECL team in coordination with officials from the
State DMG, District Collector, Assistant Commissioner, and Tahsildar. Multiple rounds
of discussions and public meetings were held to address community concerns.
Nevertheless, objections persisted, prompting the District Collector to advise a two-
month deferment of the survey to allow time for further dialogue with the local
population.

MECL subsequently re-approached the District Collector and Assistant Commissioner
to facilitate renewed engagement with the community. The Assistant Commissioner
advised the MECL team to wait until the first week of March 2025 while efforts were
made through the Local Panchayat and local minister to mediate. Unfortunately, these
efforts did not yield a positive outcome.

In parallel, MECL sought intervention from the Deputy Director (Planning), DMG
Karnataka, who took the initiative to approach the District Collector, Davangere, and
proposed organizing a public awareness programme in Kudrekonda Village. The
Collector responded positively, and the awareness programme was scheduled for 8th
April 2025.

The public awareness meeting was held at Kudrekonda Village at 11:00 AM on 8th April
2025, chaired by the Assistant Commissioner, Honnali. It was attended by the
Tahsildar, Nymathi, Senior Geologist — Davangere Region (DMG Karnataka), MECL
officials, members of the local community, and the Local Panchayat. During the
meeting, the Assistant Commissioner clarified that the project was limited to research
and exploration and not related to mining operations. However, the local community
remained unconvinced and strongly objected, asserting that the survey was a prelude
to gold mining. The situation escalated, and the gathering became hostile. The
community issued a stern warning, stating that anyone entering the village for survey
work would do so at their own risk and demanded immediate cessation of the meeting.
As a result, the awareness programme had to be prematurely concluded without

success.

A detailed chronology pf the liaison efforts made by MECL is enclosed as Annexure-Il.
Additionally, news clippings from the local press are attached as Annexure-|ll.

Given the prevailing hostility and the potential risk to personnel safety, the Assistant
Commissioner, Tahsildar, and Senior Geologist (DMG Karnataka) have advised MECL
to consider surrendering the .block, citing the possibility of life-threatening incidents
during further fieldwork.

In view of the above, the exploration work in the Kudrekonda Block is currently on hold,
and no further activity can be carried out under the present circumstances. This is
submitted for your kind information and necessary action.

Thanking you,
| o\

Yours sincerely
Bty

. RO
- R S0
&P, Ravindran
GM (Exploration)

Enclosures: ‘
1. Letter to the Secretary, Ministry of Mines and Geology, Karnataka — Annexure-|

2. Chronology of liaison efforts by MECL — Annexure-l
3. Local newspaper clippings — Annexure-|I|

Copy to:
1. The Director, DMG, Karnataka

2. The Chairman, TCC-I, NMET
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CHAIRMAN-CUM-MANAGING DIRECTOR m (A Government of India Enterprise)
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No: CMD/MECL/1-27/24-25/ 2| Date-16" September,2024

Dw»éfm)

MECL, a premier mineral exploration agency under the Ministry of Mines, Government of India,
has been providing mineral exploration and consultancy services for over five decades. Our
expertise extends to a broad range of minerals, including base metals, critical minerals and
industrial minerals, with significant exploration activities across Karnataka.

Following the recommendations of the 55" State Geological Programming Board (SGPB)
meeting of Karnataka, MECL proposed and received approval for “Preliminary Exploration (G-3
Phase-l) for gold in the Kudrekonda Block by Geophysical Survey”. This approval was granted
by the National Mineral Exploration Trust (NMET) via Letter No. F.N0.23/424/2024-NMET/529,
dated 27" February 2024. The Kudrekonda Block, situated in the Honnali taluk of Devanagere
District, is part of the Honnali Gold Field (HGF) within the Shimoga Schist Belt, an area
historically renowned for its gold deposits.

In line with the approved work plan, MECL mobilized its geophysical team on 5" May 2024, with
the survey commencing on 12" May 2024 following the acquisition of all necessary
permissions. However, on 25" August 2024, objections were raised by local villagers. Despite
our regular pursuance and multiple discussions with local authorities, the opposition persists to
any further survey activity in the area. The District Collector has advised a two-month
postponement of the survey to facilitate further dialogue with the community.

In light of the strategic importance of this mineral exploration endeavour, it is requested your
intervention to facilitate the continuation and successful completion of the geophysical survey in
the Kudrekonda Block.

Thanking you
Yours sincerely,

@3 6/09 |24
INDRA DEV NARAYAN

Shri Vipul Bansal, L.LA.S
Secretary, Ministry of Mines & Geology

Karnataka
Enclosures:
1. Chronology ofevents........................is Annexure |
2. Location Map of Kudrekonda Block.......... Annexure ||
3. Local Newspaper Coverage.................... Annexure 1|
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Annexure- Il

Chronological events of Liaison work for Kudrekonda Block, Karnataka done by MECL

team:

KUDREKONDA BLOCK LIAISON EVENTS DETAILS

SL.No | DATE EVENT
NMET approved the Preliminary Exploration (G3 stage) Phase-I for the

1 27th February 2024 Kudrekonda  Block under NMET funding (Letter No.
F.N0.23/424/2024-NMET/529).

5 28th April 2024 MECL sgught permission from the District Collector to conduct the
geophysical survey (Letter No. MECL/GP/FIL/NMET-KUD/24-25/05).

3 5th May 2024 MECL Geophysical team mobilized to Kudrekonda Block.

4 10th May 2024 Intimation about the survey sent to Superintendent of Police,
Davanagere.

5 11th May 2024 Intin:1ation sent to Tahsildar, Nyamati, and Incharge of Nyamati Police
Station.

6 12th May 2024 Survey commenced.

7 24th August 2024 Survey progressed smoothly until this date.

8 25th August 2024 Villagers raised objections to the survey.

9 27th August 2024 A megtir.\g was held with the VRO of Kudrekonda and villagers, but no
permission was granted for the survey.
Another meeting with officials from DMG Karnataka, Tahsildar and

10 29th August 2024 MECL team was held, but villagers submitted a representation
refusing the survey.
Mrs. Rashmi (Sr. Geologist), DMG- Karnataka and ABSS Rama

11 30th August 2024 Krishna, Manager (Geophysics), MECL met with the District Collector
to brief him on the situation.

12 31st August 2024 The.District Collector sgheduled a m.ee.ting at Honnali and assured
assistance from the Assistant Commissioner (AC).

13 3rd September 2024 A meeting lgd by the AC, with Tahsildar, MECL team., and villagers,
was held. Villagers refused to allow the survey to continue.
ABSS Rama Krishna, Manager (Geophysics), MECL met the District

14 4th September 2024 | Collector again, who advised postponing the survey for two months
to further engage with the villagers
Mrs. Rashmi (Sr. Geologist), DMG- Karnataka and Sh. Kashung
Chinaoshang, Assistant Manager (Geology), MECL met with the

15 7th February 2025 District Collector to brief him on the situation. District Collector
advice to meet Assistant Commissioner of Honnali.
Sh. Kashung Chinaoshang, Assistant Manager (Geology), MECL met
with the Assistant Commissioner & Tahsildar of Honnali and discuss
the current situation of the local objection for geophysical survey.

16 8th February 2025 During the discussion the Assistant Commissioner request MECL to
give a time till 1st week of March, in a meantime the Assistant
Commissioner & Tahsildar will approached to the local Panchayat &
Minister for convincing with the local villagers.
Shri. Kashung Chinaoshang, Assistant Manager (Geology), MECL
approached to the Shri. H.P.Harish, Deputy Director (Planning),
DMG- Karnataka and brief about the status of Kudrekonda Block. The

17 4th April 2025 Deputy Director (Planning), DMG- karnataka make a phone call to
District Collector, Davangere & Senior Geologist, Davangere Region,
DMG- Karnataka, to initiate for organizing a public awareness
programme and resolved the issues immediately.
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Annexure- Il

18

5th April 2025

The District Collector had instructed to the Assistant Commissioner
of Honnali to organized a public awareness programme on 8th April
2025, at Kudrekonda Village without any further delay, the same was
convey to the MECL team by the Assistant Commissioner.

19

7th April 2025

Kashung Chinaoshang, Assistant Manager (Geology), MECL attend
the Assistant Commissioner office Honnali met with the Assistant
Commissioner and discuss about a public awareness programme
which was scheduled on 8th April 2025, 10:00am at Kudrekonda
Village along with Assistant Commissioner-Honnali, Tahsildar-
Nymathi, Senior Geologist-Davangere Region, DMG-Karnataka &
MECL, for convincing with the local villagers to allow them to execute
the geophysical survey at Kudrekonda Block. The intimation has given
by MECL to the Senior Geologist-Davangere Region, DMG-Karnataka
for the said programme to be available.

20

8th April 2025

The public awareness programme was organised at Kudrekonda
Village chaired by the Assistant Commissioner of Honnali. The
attendees of the public awareness meeting were Shri. Abishek V-
Assistant Commissioner, Honnali, Shri. Govindappa H B-Tahsildar
Nymathi, Smt. Rashmi-Senior Geologist, Shri. Shiva Prasad-
Geologist, Davangere Division, DMG Karnataka and Shri. Kashung
Chinaoshang- Assistant Manager (Geology) MECL and the
Kudrekonda Villagers. The Assistant Commissioner briefed the local
people about the MECL company exploration project stating that it is
a type of research work that was carried out by the Central
Government company, under the Ministry of Mines Government of
India. This type of exploration work is executing all over India as well
as in different parts of karnataka State and the main objective of this
survey work is to study what type of soils, minerals and the ground
water profile below the surface by using different types of modern
technologies such as geophysical survey, drone survey and soil/rock
sampling. The MECL company is a CPSE under the Ministry of Mines
Government of India and this company will never execute any survey
work without the state government and local consent. The company
will take prior consent from the State Govt. & local people before
executing any survey work in the area. The Assistant Commissioner
explained that MECL company will not acquire any land or property
from the villagers to execute this exploration/survey work and no
mining activities will be carried out by MECL, their main work is to
explore/survey and provide the field report to the Central Government
& State Government. Therefore, on behalf of the Karnataka State
Government | Shri. Abishek V- Assistant Commissioner, Honnali
assured that this exploration/survey work will never hamper or
acquire any private land or properties in Kudrekonda Village, hence,
kindly allowed them to execute the exploration/Survey work in
Kudrekonda Village. The villagers strongly opposed the statement
given by the Assistant Commissioner stating that everyone in the
Village is aware of the area that found Gold and the government is
planning to execute for Gold Mining. The local people told that
recently inthe local newspaperitwas published that Gold is available
in the area. The local community were arrogant and the situation is
escalating and starts agitating to vacate the meeting venue
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Annexure- Il

immediately stating that they don't want anything from the
government they want only their land. The local villagers sternly warn
that no one can enter their village to carry out any exploration or
survey work within their village jurisdiction and those who enter to
this village will be killed, therefore the team left the venue
immediately. The Assistant Commissioner has recommended to
MECL that if the exploration work can be executed within 1 day then
he can provide the State Police force to execute the exploration work.
But the exploration work is a long process which will take more than
2/3 months; therefore, he advises the MECL to wind up the
exploration work due to the prevailing conditions of the local
community.

21

8th April 2025

The public awareness programme report was updated to the District
Magistrate, Davanagere by the MECL Team
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Assist in survey



EXPL-1
Textbox
ANNEXURE VI/8


ANNEXURE VI1/9



EXPL-1
Textbox
ANNEXURE VI/9


Goog’]g

Yaraganal, Karnataka, India
4gvr+732, Road, Yaraganal, Karnataka 577223, India
Lat 14.142991° Long 75.540119°

08/04/25 11:24 AM GMT +05:30

-

§ Yaraganal, Karnataka, India
4gvr+732, Road, Yaraganal, Karnataka 577223, India
Lat 14.142982° Long 75.540104°

# 08/04/25 11:24 AM GMT +05:30

»
=

Yaraganal, Karnataka, India

Yaraganal, Karnataka, India
4gvr+732, Road, Yaraganal, Karnataka 577223, India
Lat 14.142991° Long 75.540119°

08/04/25 11:24 AM GMT +05:30

=

ANNEXURE V1/10


EXPL-1
Textbox
ANNEXURE VI/10



{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }



